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This ]nonegraph describes the action of C a n p a y  & 

409th Infazrtry, 1036 Jkfurtry Divleien, in stlpport of the 

attaek on Qraosberg and Hohenberg Hills in the Siegfbied 

Line in the Hardt bunta lns  north of Wissmbourg, Qermany, 

18-22 BecemEer 1944. 

For orientation purposes, a brief desoription of the 

series of events leading up to the rmtion containdl herein, 

is nmessary. 

By 8 Rovaber 1944, the advance of the Allied forces in 

Western Xurope had progressed to  a l i ne  extending from khe 

&iss border i n  the vicini tg of Belfort, generally north to  

the vioinity of Mete, Lnxonibourg, Ilmhep, then west to the 

Xorth Sea. (1) (See Map A) The advance aeross Frame from 

the west and from the south had been more rapid than was 

aaticipated, wbioh hsd resulted i n  the over extension of sup- 

ply lines,  causing a tempora~y halt along the l ine  ntentloned. 

(2) 

A t  th i s  time, 8 Hovember, the Allied s t r a t em to bring 

Qe'rmany to her b e e s  was unchanged. It was to be aeaarmplish- 

ed i n  three phases: first, t o  destroy or decisively &@feat 



the German drarg west of the RNne River; second, t o  cross the 

Rhine md establish bridgeheads on the east  banks t u r d ,  t o  

drive in to  the heart of Germany In  an all-out e f for t  t o  

bring the w a r  t o  an end. (3) 

'Ehe 6th &my (Iraup, loeated on the southern flank of 

the Allied rront, estimated that  it could not anpport 

logis t iea l ly  a coordinated attack before the mirtldle of 

Hovember. (4) (see Yap A) 

On 13 Plove~nber 1944, the United States Seventh arPlg 

lauached its Hovember offensive, which was coordinated wlth 

an offensive a l l  along the western front. ( 6 )  (See Pap B) 

'Phis dPive was t o  the northeast throngh the Vosges Mountains 

and had the mission of oaptwing Stpasbourg and clearing i ts 

zone of the enemy west 8f the Rhine. (6) (See U p  B) 

S t r a s b w g  f e l l  t o  the French 28 Armored Disision an 

23 Blovember, whlch completed the f i r s t  part of the missionb 

The second papt of tMs  mission was delayed due t o  the f ae t  

that the Germans held the Cclmar anb Haguenau areas of the 

Alsatiaa Plain and both sides of the Vosges M o ~ t a i n s ,  whlch 

were situated alcng the Seventh Amy's northern flank. (7) 

(See Map B) 

Elements of the F i r s t  French Amuy, wMch were 09 the 

Seventh Army's right,  had driven to  the Rhine nopth of Base10 

The pocket formed by the drive t o  the Rhine a t  this pofnt and 

at St~ermboa~g wae l a t e r  t o  be known as the mCollarar Poeketn. 

( 8 )  (See Map B) 



(1111 the Seventh llrmyts l e f t ,  the United Statea (1211d h a y  

succeeded in the capture of Xetz on 22 glovember. (9) 

l'he Seventh Army's direction of advaaee was chauged to 

the north on 24 Bovember, at which time i t  was given the 

mlssion of assisting the Third Amy i n  breaching the Sieg- 

f r ied  Line between the Flhlne River a n d  Sacarbmeckrm. Upon . 

breaebing the Siegfried Line, the Seventh lrmg was to  exploit 

any unopposed bridgehead across the Rhtne south of ilannhelm. 

The Seventh Armyla target was that  part  o f  the Siegfried Line 

from Beuberg on the Rhine Rlver t o  Jweibraeaken. The ' p h n  

was now t o  be directed a t  Germany west of the Rhine. (10) 

(See Map C )  

Intelligence had estimated that the enemy would not Be- 

fend i n  strength anywhere south of the Oerman border. Isolat- 

ed pockets of resistanae were anticipated, but in general th. 

Qewaas were expected to f ight  delaying actions f r o m  successilre 

positions u n t i l  they were back in the Siegfried Line. There 

they would make a stand to stop the dvance. T h l s  estlxiate 

was issued by Q-2, Seventh Amy, early in December 1944. (ll) 

T h i s  information proved to  be accurate, for the Seventh Amy's 

attack to the north, which commenced on 5 December, moved rapid- 

l y  against relatively l igh t  resistance, axoh as Isolated enmy 

strong po in t s  and road blocks, un t i l  i t  hit the outer defenses 

o f  the Siegfried Line on 17 December 1944. (12) 

The 1038 Infantry Division which was a component of the 

Seventh Amy, launched i t s  attack across the Zintzel Rive??, 



whlah was at flood stage, early on 9 December 1944, and join- 

ed the attack to the north. After pushbg the attack from 

the Wntsel dong the Lower Vosges Mountain, it oroseed the 

German border on 16 December with two regiments abreast. 'Ehe 

outer defenses of the Siegfried Line were a matter of hours 

away. (13) (See Map C )  

The Lower Vosges or Hardt Mountains are a contbuation 

of the Vosges Mountain which extend from Saverme, F'rance, 

northwwd across the German border to a point east o f  Kaiser- 

slautern. (See lIap A) T h i s  range consists of a serlea of 

heavily wooded h i l l s  forming very steep corridors, which rwn 

generally east and west. Some of these hills r i s e  t o  the 

heights of 2,300 feet,  dominating the Ilhine Plain. fPhe few 

read8 and t r a i l s  th~oughout the Hardt Mountains generally f o l -  , 

low the corridors. 'Phe eastern slopes are steep crad drop off 

abruptly onto the Rhine Plain. The western slopes ape more 

gradual and spend themselves in the Saar Valley. (14) (See 

laap 0 )  

The r9iegfried Line in the eone of the Seventh Army, ex- 

tended from the Rhine River west through Buchelberg, 8taS.n- 

feld, then across the open space to  Ober-Otterbach. Here i t  

extended through the Hardt Mountains to BMdentbal 

Eppenbrtann, then t o  the northwest across open cout~trg to  

Windaberg and west again to ~weibriaecken. (15) (See U p  C )  

(18) A-5, g. 474; 8-8, p. 42; Personal knowle8ge; (14) 
A-5, p. 459; 6-6, pr 693; (15) 6-5, p. 462. 



Many bunkers and pillboxes with walle of reinforced 

concrete ranging from f ive  to f i f teen f ee t  i n  thickness 

Studded the key terrain features i n  ths %one of the Seventh 

In the Hardt IUIountaina, a network of trenches often 

ooanected these fort i i icat ions,  which were mtua l ly  sup- 

p o r t b g  and usually protected by wire entanglements. The 

trench system was very extensive. In some places the aerie8 

of trenches extended 300 to  400 yards in depth. The princfpal 

trenches would coarmence on the forward slope of a hill with 

sncceeding trenches 35 to 100 yards apert paralleling each 

other claross the hill top to the reverse slope. Gwnniunicatlon 

trenehes connected the aeries of paral lel  trenches. Between 

the trenches barbed wire entanglments were often found and 

much of the tinrber had been h l l e d ,  which added to the de- 

fensive quality of the obstacle, 

The defenses of the Siegfried Line across the ahine 

Valley were more elaborate. In addition to the piLlbox aPd 

trench system, anti-tank r2i't;ches traversed the open areas. 

These ditches wepe backed up with "&agons teethn, a i e h  o a -  

aisted of a be l t  of concrete pilings approxSmately 50 yards 

wide. These obstacles were designed t~ stop any armored ve- 

hicle an8 were w i t h i n  range of  enemy anti-t& weapone. The 

defenses of the Seigfried extended rnereral miles in depth, 

and had been prepared over a period of years t o  stop in- 

vaaion f r o m  Usace. (16) (See Map C )  

The Seventh Army plan for the attack into the Siegfried 

(16) 168, p. 53-64; Personal knowledge. 

'7 



Line called fo r  a two-corps front. The XV Corps on the west 

of the Lower Vosges or flardt l m t a i n s ,  was t o  make the 

main effort .  The VI Corps on the eas t  of the H a r d t  Monntaills 

was given an adaitional s iss ion of protecting the army r ight  

flank and holding the Rhine River at Strasbourg. The 

objective of each corps conformed t o  the Amy objective within 

i t s  zone. (1'7) (See Xap C )  

A t  0001, 5 December, the VI Corps launched i t s  attack 

with two divisions abreast, 45th Infantry Division on the 

l e f t ,  79th Infantry Division on the right. The lO3d Infan- 

t r y  and the 14th Armored Divisions were i n  corps reserve. 

lPha d r a i o n  of holding the Rhine R i v e r  a t  Strasbonrg waa 

given t o  the 38 Division, thus relieving the French 26 Armor- 

ed Division, vhleh reverted t o  the control of the French 

F i r s t  Army. (18) 

The advance progressed rapidly tcaard  the Ge~man border. 

As resistance increased, the 1038 Infantry and the 14th Armor- 

ed Divisions were committed on 7 December and 13 Deoember, 

respectively, between the 45th and 79th Divisions. (19) 

(See Map C )  

On 16 Deceder 1944, the VI Corps crossed the Gentian 

f ront ier  and pushed up against the outer defenslea or the 

Siegfried Line with four divisions abreast on a 14-adle 

front. (20) (See Map C )  

The lO3d Division crossed the German border just  west aP 

WL8iasembourg on 16 December 1944, with two regiments abreast. 



The 409th Infantry on the r ight  and the 411th infentry on 

the l e f t .  1Ehe division owective was the high ground just 

north of Berg-Zabern. (21) (See Map D) 

Elements of the (3erman 245th Infant- Division and Wet 

Panaer Division had fought delaying actions in the path of 

the 10% Division i n  i t s  advance from the Ziatael River. 

Blow, elements of these ame enemy divisions opposed the 103d 

Division from positions in the Siegfried Lfne. (22) (See 

Map D) 

The plan of the 10% Division was to continue the attaak 

on 17 December and capture the high ground north of Berg- 

Zabern. The 409th and 411th Infantry Regbients were to  con- 

tinue the attaak abreast with the 409th on the right. The 

410th Infant- was to remain i n  reserve. Since i t  would be 

d i f f icu l t  to maintain contact with the 14th Armored D i v i s i a ~  

on the right, the 409th infantry was given the additional 

mission of protecting the 103d Divisien'a r ight  flauk. (23) 

(See Yqp D) 

Gn 17 December the 409th Infantry was aisposed on a 

4,500-yard front i n  the h i l l y  oountry north of Wisseabuurg 

and west of Rechtenbach* (See M a p  D) However, before the 

attack could be lennahed, orders were received postponing 

the operation u n t i l  18 December. (24) 

The regimental attack plan for  18 Decmber was for  the 

26 Battalion (on the r ight)  t o  capture Brassberg and Hohenber a 
Hills and continue the attack on order* The 1st Battalion 

(21) A-5, p. 473, 476; (22) 8-5, p. 462, 416. (23) 
8-5, pr 476; A-9, p. 74, 75; 8-8, p. 54; (241 612 ;  
A-9, p. 75; Personal knowlectge. 



(on the l e f t )  was to  seize Hill 489 and aontlnue the attack 

4 on order. The 3d Battalion had been aasigaed the m i s s i s m  

I 
of protesting the r eghea t ' s  r ight  flank from positions 

overlooking Ober-Otterbaoh. (See Map D) A battalion of the 

410th Infantq had been i t t a o b d  to the regiment on 11 

December and constituted the reserve. (25) 

During the night of 16 December the ,=  Battalion, 409th 

Infantry, dug i n  on what was thorrght t o  be Hi l l  412 an8 

p ~ s t e d  local security on the perimeter. !The enairy harrassed 

the p e s i t i m  with a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  tboughout the night. Early 

on the morning of the 17th, it was discovered that the bat- 

talion w a s  not on Hill 43.2, but was on Pita Berg Hil l  one 

terrain feature i n  rear of it. Thla being the owe, the 

Battalion 0-ander, Majop h i s  K. Hedghausen, Jr., order- 

ed the battalion t o  move to  11111 412. This waa aoeaplplished 

d t h o u t  epposition. The u n i t  began digging i n  at about 07m 

hours with Company  O on the l e f t ,  O o m p m y  B on the r ight  d 

C a ~ l g a n y  E i n  reserve. There was one heaw machine gun platoon 

from C q a n y  H with eaoh of the front l i ne  r i f le  ~olapaoies. 

'Phe 81 nm mo~tar  platoon went i n  positlon about 400 y M s  to  

the rear  just off the tr,all that  ran east-wost a t  the fee t  

of IFill 412. (See Mag 6 )  

Major Hennighmasen arrived a t  the battalion OP about 

0715 hours and stated that  the battalion would continue the 

attack i n  i t s  Bone to  the next l i n e  of hills as soon as con- 



taa t  was established with the 1st Battalion on the l e f t ,  (26) 

(The battalion Bone was approximately 2,300 yards wide). 

Before this was accomplished, orders frcao regiment were re- 

ceived to  hold up the attack. The reason given was that  the 

regiment was too far i n  advance of the other elements of the 

Seventh Amy. Vigorous patroling waa ordered for  the remain- 

der of the day. (27) 

A t  0900 houra three recoanaiasanoe patrola were sent out, 

one from each of the r i f l e  coapanies, Fox Patrol waa t o  re- 

connoiter for  covered routes across the valley below and up 

Hohenberg Hil l  and get as ~moh i n h m a t i o n  as possible rela- 

t ive  to the disposition and strength of the en-. Qeorge 

Patrol was to eocomplish the seam on Brassberg H i l l .  E w  

Patrol was to  reconnoiter the gap between @ramberg all and 

the h i l l  iarpiediately t o  the weat, sinee it w a s  a possible 

avenue of approach in to  the battalion position* (28) 

Both machine gnn platoons of Company H lnoved to  posltioas 

where they could cover these patrols. George and Fox Patrols 

could be covered u n t i l  they were atop of the ridge clerosa the 

valley. Easy Patrol could be aovered u n t i l  it disappeared 

around the west nose of Orassberg, 

The 81 mamortar platoon had established two observatiopr. 

posts on H i l l  412 and had registered two sections of laortars 

(4 grzna) on Grassberg a d  Hohsaberg. (See Map E) It was to 

be prepared to cover the withdrawal of these patrols on call. 

(29 )  

Fox Patrol advanced into the roods across the v a l l g  

(27) A-9, p. 75; Personal larodedge; (28) (29) Personal 
knowledge. 



and up the slope of Hohenberg un t i l  i t  was  approximately 

250 yards from the top, where i t  was f i red  on by enemy 

riflemen from baakers along the crest  of the hill. The patrol 

withdrew and worked I ts  way up the hlll again soate 400 yards 

farther to the east. It selected a position about 400 yards 

from the crest  t o  observe the hill. Several pillboxes and 

wire entanglements were located f i a n  the position, but no 

enemy were observed. (See Map E) The patrol returned at 

1215 hours and reported that  it had been f i red  oa and gave 

the location of the pillboxes and wire. (30) 

George Patrol moved direotly down the forward slope of 

Hil l  412, worked i t s  way across the valley, and advance& 

strdght;  up the forward slope of erassberg. The patrol cottld 

be observed aom H I l l  412 all the way. The route followed 

by the patrol up the faee of Grassberg appeared (to sm ob- 

server on H i l l  412) to  be void of cover and concealment. 'Ehe 

patrol arrived a t  a point about 250 yaras from the orest  fi- 

which i t  obsemed the area to the front, fl&a, a d  rear+ 

( h e  lap  $1 .It returned to  the Battalion Observation Post 

about 1300 h a s  snd reported that  it had obsemed no enemy, 

but smoke was seen d t t i n g  from three pillboxes. These boxes 

mere well o~moaflaged and connected by trenches. There was 

wire between the patrol and the first trench, but it appeared 

t o  be very old and i n  a poor s ta te  of r epa r .  The patrol 

leader estimated that a platoon could advance to  the wire rus- 

observed from any of the pillboxes. Also, the open r a t e  up 

the bald face of the hill was the only approah to Grassberg 

(30) Personal knowledge. 



t ha t  could not be observed by the enemy from these same boxea. 

( a l )  

Easy Patrol returned a t  about 1430 hours and reported 

tha t  no enemy was present on the western slops of Grassberg. 

The area between the two h i l l s  oould not be used by t a s ,  

but it wae an excellent posi t ion f o r  the  enemy t o  launch a 

counterattack on the ba t t a l ion t s  l e f t  fl-. (32) 

Regiment ordered a coordinated at tack f o r  1110 hours, 18 

December t o  capture phase l i n e  "Jw. (Phase Line "J' was 

Grassberg-Ifohenberg Hi l l s  i n  2d Battalion gone). The phase 

l i n e  oblective was not to  be crossed, exoept, on order. The 

Portnation was to  remain the same. The 3d Battalion which had 

been i n  reserve, was to  occupy posit ions on the extreme right 

to  protect  the regiment's r i g h t  flank. (See Map E) Qaa 

ordered on the 17th a f t e r  elements of the 14th  Armor& Divi- 

sion had been driven from Ober-Otterbach, leaving the  regiment*^ 

r igh t  f lank exposed. Gommunicationa were to  be maintained a t  

all cost. The 1st Battalion, 410th Infantry, (previously a t -  

tached to  the 409th M a n t r y ) ,  would remain attached and i n  

r e g b e n t a l  reserve. (33) 

This at tack was t o  be coordinated with the 411th Idan-  

try, which was on the 4 0 9 t h ' ~  l e f t ,  and had reached the 

outer defenses of the Siegfried north  of Bobenthal. (34) 

(See Map D )  

THE BA!PTALIOB PLAH OF ATTACK 

The 2ad Battal ionla plan was t o  a t tack w i t h  two com- 

(31) (32) Personal knowledge; (33) A-12; 8-9, p. 75; 
Personal knowledge; (34) A-5, p. 476; Personal knowledge. 



panies abreast, Company 0 on the l e f t ,  was to  seize Grassberg 

Hill;  Company 6 on the r ight ,  was t o  pass through Company F 

and seize Hohenberg H i l l .  Company F, i n  reserve, was t o  move 

t o  a posit ion between Orassberg and Hohenberg about 200 yards 

from the trail sunning east-west along the valley to  the front,  

on order, and be prepared t o  a t tack t o  the eas t  i n  case of a 

counterattack from tha t  direction. Company H was t o  support 

the at tach i n i t i a l l y  with both machine gun platoons from 

present posit ions on Hi l l  412. m e  1st Machine Gun Platoon 

was t o  f i r e  in support of Company E, and the 2nd Platoon in  

support of Company 0. Displacement would be on order. From 

i t ' s  present position, the  81 mm mortar platoon was t o  be pra- 

pared t o  f i r e  i n  support of the a t tack on cal l .  (See Yap E) 

The 382nd Field Art i l lesy Battalion was i n  d i r ec t  support of 

the regiment v i t h  p r io r i ty  of fires to  the 2nd Battalion. 

A l l  f i r e s  were t o  be on ca l l .  Mo preparatory filres were 

t o  be f i red.  T h i s  was done for  two reasons; f i r s t ,  t o  con- 

serve emmunition since a shortage existed and since i t  was 

d i f f i c u l t  to  haul mortar smpmuzition in to  f ront  l i n e  positions. 

Second, i t  was hoped tha t  surprise would be gained by not 

f i r i n g  supporting weapons u n t i l  contact was made with the en-. 

The l i n e  of departure was the l i n e  presently held. The tim 

of attack, 1110 hours, 18 December 1944. (35) 

The ba t ta l ion  camand post, aid s ta t ion  and emmunition 

supply point  were located i n  buildings i n  the western edge 

of Bechtenbach. (36) (See Map E) 

(35) Personal knowledge; (36) 8-12; Personal knowlledge. 



The h m n l t i o n  end Pioneer Platoon was t o  improve the 

t r a i l  from Rechtenbach west to  the rear  of the ba t ta l ion  

posit ion f o r  jeep travel.  The ba t ta l ion  coxnand group was 

t o  remain a t  the  Observation Post on Hi11 412. (37) 

During the  remainder of the  day, ex t ra  8m~1~unition was 

issued end the men br iefed as to  how the forthcoming attack 

would be effected. The 81 IIWI mortar platoon vehicles were 

busy hauling ex t ra  ammunition i n t o  the supply point i n  Rech- 

tenbach. A s  soon as work on the trail was colqpleted, t h q  

Could haul this atamnition in to  the mortar platoon posi t ien 

area. The principle types deeired were "kEn, l ight and white 

ghosphorns. (36) There was a shortage of "HE", light a t  the 

time, so "IS', heavy (39) was taken in  l i e u  thereof. The 

machine gua platoon placed six ex t ra  chests  per gun on post- 

tion, (40) 

By 2100 the work on the trail in to  Rechtenbaah was oom- 
I8 la pleted and r o l l s  and K ra t ions  were delivered t o  a point  i n  

rear  of the  posit ion where a foot path frm H i l l  418 i n t e r -  

sected this trail. (See Pap E) Carrying par t ie8 front e m h  

company werrr sent  to  t h i s  forward supply point  f o r  t h e i r  

respective ra t ions  and sleeping bags. Ho hot meals were fe& 

due to the f a c t  tha t  kitchens were too far to  the rear. Mor- 

tar platoon vehicles hauled a l l  available mortar ammunition 

t o  the posit ion area of the guns pr ior  to  midnight. 

Enemy mortar and a r t i l l e r y  f i re  pounded H i l l  412 in- 

(37) Personal knowledge; (36) "HE* l i g h t  i s  High Explosiv$; 
l i g h t  round; 81 man mortar ammunition; (99) "High Explosive , 
heavy round, 81 mm mortar  iti ion; (40) Personal h Q W -  
ledge. 



termittently throughout 17 Deoeraber and oontinued to  hnraea  

the position throughout the night of the same date. The men 

were well dug i n  aud very few casualties resulted. (41) 

THE ATTACK ON GRASSBERG BM) HOHEHBFZG HfLLS 

Darn ome on 18 December with a f ine  miat of rain and 

a l igh t  ground fog, which made the rugged hills mross the 

narrow valley barely &Lstinguishable, hotivity on Hil l  412 

was kept t o  a miniranm and m m  were required to  remain in 

their  fox holes and on the alert .  Three or  four r&s of 
I Jerryn mortar or a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  continued to  come In every 

ten to  f i f t een  minutes. (42) 

A t  0639 houra, Major Hennighatlaen deoided that he would 

l i ke  to  know more about the western nose of Qrassberg. If i t  

was still  unoccupied by the enemy, he w a s  considering o h a m  

the plan of attack to  h i t  Grassberg from that  direation. He 

direoted the Battalion 9-2 to get a patrol  out as soon as 

possible and to  send a oouple of m a  from tha Intelligence 

and Beconnaissanoe Section along an8 for  them t o  be baok by 

no l a t e r  than 1000 hours, This patrol, consisting of six 

m*, daparted on i t s  mission a t  0710 hours. (43) 

By 0900 hours the fog had l i f t ed ,  but the rain continued. 

The objective appeared t o  the casual observer aa any other 

rugged h i l l .  Upon closer inspection, however, unnatural 

mounds of various s i ~ e a  covered with vegetation were seen. 

Soms had small t rees s ix  to ten fee t  tall growing on them. 

(41) (42) (43) Personal knowledge. 



These mollnds vere pillboxes, among which were the first buil t  

in the Siegfried Line. Mature had done a superior job of 

camouflage. Fallen t rees could be seen, but the vegetation 

concealed the wire entanglements and trenches. (44) 

A t  0920 hours a lone enemy soldier was observed running 

along the orest of Orassberg toward the western nose. T h l s  

was the only enemy actually seen since the battalion arrived 

on Hil l  412. (45) 

Last plinute ppeparations were be- made for  the attaek. 

The Gotapany Commander of Company H ohecked the w h i n e  gun 

platoons' position areas and seotors of f i re .  He made anre 

that each platoon understood that f i r e s  were t o  be on call. 

The mortar platoon was checked t o  insure that range a d s  

were prepared and tha t  mortar concentrations were plotted 

on a l l  mapsy particularly, those of the r i f l e  company om- 

manders. The two mortar observation posts on Hill  bl2 were 

checkea t o  instlre t h a t  they vere wired In. He checked t o  see 

that a mortar observer was with each of the assault r i f l e  

companies. The battalion had previously drawn three extra 

SCB 300 r&os t o  be used i n  the mortar platooa of the heavy 

weapons oolapany. One was issued t o  each of the observers 

with the assault r i f l e  coslpanies and the other was issuea t o  

the platoon leader. However, one was In repair leaving the 

observer with Ompany B t o  rely on wire f e r  comumnioationa. 

( C E - l l  Sound power equipment) (46) 

The mortar platoon was t o  use two seotions o r  mortars 

(44) A-8, p. 53-54; Pereonal knowledge; (45) Personal 
knowledge; (46) Peraonal knowledge. 



i n  battery. The reason for not employing the third SMti0n 

of mortars was that Sour guas could f i r e  all the ammiition 

that company transportation could haul. (47) 

A t  1046 hours regiment directed that  the attack be held 

up u n t i l  1145 hours. The l e f t  company of the 1st Battalion 

had been worked over by enemy mortar and a r t i l l e ry  f i re .  Too, 

a patrol from the right oompmy w a s  s t i l l  out. (48) 

The patrol sent mat at 0710 hours returned to the bat- 

talion observation poat a t  1140 hours with inf~lllgation that  

it had seen no enemy act ivi ty and that  the western slope of 

Grassberg was unocoupied by the en-. (49) 

Due t o  the hour and the fact  that o Oermau soldier was 

observed moving toward the western slope of Orassberg ear l ier  

i n  the morning, Major Hennighausen, ordered the attaok to 

be exeeuted aa originally planned. (50) 

A t  1145 hours, 18 Deaember, Companies Q and E aoved out. 

They moved dom the steep forward slope of H i l l  412, general- 

l y  abreast taking advantage of the oonoerlpent af forbd bg 

the vegetation and crossed the valley below without opposi- 

tion. (61) 

Company. E, conmanded by Captain J o b  Stevenson, entered 

the mods and adsanoed up the steep slopes of Hohenberg un t i l  

it was about 358 yaMs from the cres t  where it was f i red  on 

by machine guns from pillboxes about 75 yards up the hill. 

(See Map F) A t  about the same time a t e r r i f i c  lnortar ooncen- 

t rat ion was la id  on Company B. (52) 

(47) Personal knowledge; (48) A-9, p. 76; Personal know- 
ledge; (49) (50) Personal knowledge; (51) A-9, p. 76; 
Personal knowledge; (52) Per aonal knowledge. 



In the meantime Company G, c~Blmanded by Captain Roger 

CraBdoak, worked i ts  way up the bald open face of Qrass- 

berg i n  column of platoons. It passed several uamaaned 

bunkers on the way up and had arrived almost to the wire en- 

tanglement i n  front of the first l i ne  of trenches when Com- 

pany E made eontact with the enemy. A t  about the 8- time, 

"3erry" threw an a r t i l l e ry  concentration, mostly time f ire ,  

into the draw on Company G I s  immediate right* %he company 

was not caught Yn any of this f i re .  G Company 8s third pla- 

toon continued to &ance, working their  way through the wire 

entanglements, where they were f i red  on % a machine grun from 

a pillbox some f i f t y  yards to thei r  l e f t  front; foroing them 

to  take cover. In no time a t  a l l  the ent i re  h i l l s ide  appeared 

to erupt. A very accurate mortar barrage was falling on C m -  

paay G. Bifle and machine gun f i r e  from the aeoond l ine  of 

trenches about a hundred yards further up the hill was aaua- 

ing the platoon in the barbed *Ire a l o t  of trouble. (53 )  

(See U p  F) 

The 81 BUB mortar observer with Company Q called for the 

ooncentration plotted f ~ r  Orassberg to be fired, giving the 

range as 200 yards short, TWO rounds were fired, one 

eaeh gun of  Ember 1 Section. The observer*s c m a n 8  came 

back; "up one e n ,  f i r e  for  effect". (This shortened the 

range) The section f i red  a 20 round oencentration, whhh 

temporarily e l h b a t e d  the f i r e  f r o m  the trenches, (54) 

A r i f l e  grenadier, in the meantime, had been f i r ing  a t  

(59) (54) Personal knowledge. 



the embrasure of the pillbox t o  the l e f t  front. The gun ha8 

been keeping up a steady chatter s h o e  it: first opened up, 

and now it ha8 ceased. The mall a r ~ ~ s  f i r e  from the front  

had reduced to a few scattered shots, but the mortars were 

still  aovering the hillside, The' 3rd Platoon of €4 Compagy 

trench. The trench w a s  gained with some difficulty,  for the 

wire entanglement had t o  be negotiated some 20 yards t o  

remh it. Once in the trench, the platoon quickly fanaed 

out to the r ight  and le f t .  A hand grenade was tossed in to  

the pillbox, which had aaused the platoon i t s  first  trouble, 

but no enew were present. There was a " ~ e r r y "  machlne gtla 

In the embrasure, which had j m e d ,  but the occupants had 

escaped through the mase of connecting trenches to the rear. 

(55) 

As the men of Compmy 0 were assaulting the first treneh, 

enemy movement was picked up on the western norre of Orassberg. 

Close ebservation revealed it t t p  be enemy infantry nroving in- 

to  the trenches immediately 0x1 G Compenyts l e f t  flank. (86) 

'Phe Ompay Comander of H Gmpay seeing this aovemmt, 

ran from his  observation post t o  the poa2tion area o f  the 

26 Machine (hzn Platoen, pointed out the target  t o  LietltenEIIit 

m a s  F. Cmsinberry, i t s  platoon leader. In a matter of 

seconds the four gnus of the platoon were on the target and 

searching the area. The company oomaander then returned to 

his observation post, which was approximately 50 yards ts the 

(55) (56) Personal knowledge. 



right of the platoon's position area, and contaoted the 

mortar observer on the l e f t  o f  Hil l  412 by sound power tele-  

phone and directed that  mortar f i r e  be put on the area being 

worked over by the machine guns. A 25 round concentration of 

nEB" and white phosphorus was adjusted on the target. 240 fur- 

ther memy movement was observed from that position. ( 5 7 )  

About f ive minutes elapsed when " ~ e r r y "  hit the position 

area of Cmsinborryts platoon with ar t i l lery.  There was no 

hesitation i n  moving to i t s  alternate position, whicrh was 

about a 100 yards further to the l e f t  and some 50 yarcls fur- 

ther t o  the rear. (See Map F) Ho casualties resulted to the 

maahine gun platoon from this action. ( 5 8 )  

The enemy f i red  a r t i l l e ry  into this area every ten to  

f i f teen minutes for the remainder of the dsy just in oase 

something was l e f t  there. These f i r e s  made the H Company 

Observation Post a very unhealthy spot; resulting i n  moving 

it to  an alternate location. (59) 

By 1420 hours Company E had captured three largo p i l l -  

bores and bad fought i ts  way through the enemy trenches t o  

within 350 yards Elf the cres t  of Hohenberg. (See Yap F) 

&re the enemy was giving his undivided attention to that  

company. Artil lery and mortar f i r e  was falling a l l  over the 

south slope of Hohenberg. Enemy machine guns and r i f l e s  were 

f i r ing  from position very close i n  front of E Company. (60) 

Aweriaan a r t i l l e ry  w a a  doing no mean job of working over 

both hi l l s .  Artil lery could be d j u s t e d  to a f a i r  degree in 



E Company's sector, but the observation wasn't as good en 

Qrassberg. The terrain made a difference, too. In order to  

adjust m t i l l e r y  f i r e  t o  where i t  was most needed a percentage 

of rounds always foil in O Compauy's position. During the 

afternoon a 155-nrm shell  hit i3 Company's cwrmancl post, k i l l -  

ing two men and wounding three others. (61) 

By mid-afternoon most of Company I, had sucoeeded in gain- 

ing the cover of the f irst  l i ne  of  enemy trenches. Captain 

Reger H. Craddock, i t s  company commander, not if ied the heavy 

weapons company commander by SCR-300 radio that  he was in a 

position where he could now use machine guns. (62) 

The company commander o f  H Company, contacted Lieutenant 

Stanley B. Dickson, leader of the 1st Machine Oun Platoon, 

aad told him t o  displace to Grassberg i n  support of  Contpauy 

Q. The platoon made, i ts  way up the steep hi l l s ide  end estab- 

lished contact with G Company's support platoon a t  about 1630 

hours. (See Map F) A t  tths time *3erryn was again contest- 

the ac t iv i t ies  on Grassberg with accurate mortar f i re .  (63) 

Lieutenant Dickson succeeded i n  working his platoon 

through the wire and into the trench that  was held by Company 

(i, without suffering any casualties. T h i s  was ~oormplished 

by sending one man through the wire a t  a t h e .  Once i n  the 

trench, the two machine gun sections were placed dong the 

trench where they oould get the best f ie lds  ef f i re .  (See 

Hap F) A t  best, 50 yards waa tho maxiaura range the obsorva- 

tion and terrain would allow. (64) 

(61) (62) (63) (64) Personal howledge. 



Shortly, a f te r  Lieutenant Dicksonts machlne gun platoon 

displaced frm Hi l l  412, Major Hennighaxasen, ordered F Corn- 

p a y  t o  move t o  the area previously designated between Qrass- 

berg and Hohenberg. 1st Lieutenant Thomas F. White, campay 

Commander of F Company raa t o l d  t o  be on the a l e r t  fo r  a 
l 

counterattack from the r ight  of Hohenberg. The 26 Machine 

Gun Platoon from i t s  position on E i11  412 was given the 

mission of covering this aove. (66) 

Lieutenant W t e  and Us company moved out vithaat delay 

and aa they were crossing the t r a i l  i n  the valley below, r i f l e  

and machine gan f i r e  opened up frorn Eohenberg about 400 yards 

t o  E Company's right. It could not be determined a t  whom 

this  f i r e  w a s  directed. F Company apparently W a a  not affected 

aa they continned t o  advance. Lieutenant Crusinberry wasted 

no time i n  getting his machine guns on th i s  new target. A s  

aoon as the 26 Machine Qun Platoon opened Sire, the f i r ing  

ceased from the enemyra position. (66) 

A t  1650 hours Bbajor Hennighauaen arrived at the H CDPD- 

p a y  Obaervation Post aad directed that  the 26 Machine Gun 

Platoon be displaced t o  the area occupied by Company F and 

be prepared t o  f i r e  t o  the r ight  and t o  the l e f t  from F Com-  

pany's position i n  case of a counterattack from west of Grass- 

berg or from the east  of Eohenberg. (See Map F) A runner was 

dispatched t o  the 2d Xachine Gun Platoon and by 1715 hcnars 

Lieutenant Crmainberry reported that he had completed the 

move without inciaent. (67) 

(65) (66) (67) Personal knowledge. 



Throughout the afternoon H Company mortars were firing 

d ~ s i o n s  almost continually. Q Company had complained that  

a mission called for  was not f i red  beoause at  the time only 

one section of guns was In aad it was f i r ing  amission for 

E Company. Upon inveetigation, It was found that the m r t a r s  

dug themselves in to  the sof t ground and had to  be moved after 

approximately every 50 rounds fired. Before these guns collld 

be put i n  position again, the base plates had to  be dug out. 

T h l s  process was continuous and resulted i n  only one seation 

of mortars being i n  f i r ing  position at  any one time. (68) 

After learning of this oondltion, the compauy commander 

of Company H, directed Lieutenant W i l l i a m  H. ddalr, the pla- 

to- leader, to use the base plates of the third section, 

whioh were on carrier,  while they were digging out those tho$ 

were buried. This worked well and insured that both 8eotimm 

of guns were i n  at all t h e e ,  except, for the Sew seconds re- 

qulred to move the mortar tube and bipoa t o  their  alternate 

base plate arid se t  them up. (69) 

German mortar f i r e  searahed the rear area of Hi11 412, 

elmost hourly during the afternoon. Apparently, the enenrg 

had m idea that  the 81-aan mortars rere  somewhere bohlnd EL11 

412. They were always over o r  short and, therefore, no dmagc 

resulted, except, fo r  the harrassing effeot they had on the 

mortar crews. The 36 Platoon had aslplaoed their  mrtara very 

olose t o  the base of Hil l  412 in  an open Wea behind a group 

of very tall trees. Rounds that  would have normally letaded 

(68) (69) Personal knowledge. 



in the mortar position e e a  hit the trees first. (70) 

Shortly af ter  nightfall  G Coxupany succeeded in getting 

all o f  i t s  men i n  the trenches, which were by no means 

cleared of the enemy. The second l ine  of trenches was abmC 

35 y d a  to the front and was connected with the f i r s t  by 

several conuuunlcation trenohea. Between these trenches were 

fe l led  trees and barbed wire. Clearing them of the enemy w a s  

a slow process, which involved grenading each section of the 

trench, then occupying it before the enemy. (71) 

A t  2050 hours most of Gompcmy G had occupied the second 

l ine  of trenches and captured another large pillbox. this 

t h e  the ba t t l e  of Brassberg and Hohenberg had developed intar 

a hand grenade throring contest. Haad t o  hand fighting oc- 

curred several times when the men sudBenly came face to  lace 

with Gemran soldiers in the close conf'%nes of the enemy 

trenches. Apparently, the enemy bid not lmoa exaotly where 

(i Comps~lyls men were a t  all times, for  there were several 

exmiples of where the Gerrmans were surprised in these trenohea, 

as evidenced by thei r  attempts t o  beat a hasty re t reat  upon 

contact. (72) 

A t  about 2100 hours considerable movement could be heard 

to  (i Coaupany*s l e f t  front. T h i s  movement w a s  close i n  and 

it could not be determined i n  the noise of ba t t l e  whether it 

was reinforcementa c d n g  i n  or a counterattauk. 111 f0m 

maahlne guns of the 1st Machine Gun Platoon opened up em- 

ploying "swinging traverse". (73) (Aoooloplished loosening 

the traversing cl(~gp, l e t t ing  the gun awing f ree  lateral ly) .  

(70) (71) (72) (73) Personal knowle&3e. 



&reams could be heard coming from the direction of movement. 

Mortar f i r e  was called f o r  again since it could be gotten 

quicker and a r t i l l e ry  could not effectively cover the target 

without endangering friendly troops, One section of mortars 

pat a 90-round concentration of  this target, af ter  which no 

PLlfther movement waa heapd from that  area. The grenade 

t h o r i n g  eontest continued with r i f l e  and ntachine gun f i r e  

as before. (74) 

Company E during the day had captured four pillboxea 

and had taken the trenches some 50 yards from the top of 

Bohenberg. (See Map F) T h i s  put E Compangrls front  l i n e  

about 100 yards i n  advance of Q Cotupany. (75) 

A t  2300 hours Captain Stevenson decided he was too far 

forward for  comfort and therefore, pulled his company baok on 

l i ne  with Company Q aad set  up a perimeter defense i n  the 

trenches. He then reported t o  the bat ts l ion commander what 

he had done and recommended that he be permitted to  r&ain 

where he was. Major Hennighausen, accepted Captain Stevensont@ 

recosmtmuh&ions and approved his aations. (76) 

Gaaualtiea were high during the afternoon and night end 

few could be evacuated due t o  the ooncentrations of mortar 

and a r t i l l e ry  f i re ,  which swept the hil lsides.  The l i t t e r  

haul w a s  about 900 yaras and over rot@ terrain reqniring 

six men to  c u r y  one l i t t e r  case out. Therefore, a forward 

aid station was established i n  the f i r s t  pillbox oaptaFed by 

and manned by the medical abainistrative corps 

) (76) Personal knowledge. 



Lieutenant, and two assistants. (See Map P) This greatly 

fac i l i t a ted  the tee of  the wounded u n t i l  they could be 

evacuated. (77) 

Q Company's position on hassberg during the night of 

18 December was the shape of a horseshoe. A t  the toe was the 

first pillbox where the company aolsmand post and the forward 

aid station were established. A t  the heel of the shoe en the 

l e f t  was the l a s t  pillbox that was taken. About 40 yards t o  

the front was the l a s t  pillbox logated on Gramberg. The two 

sections of heavy machine guns of Diokson's platoon were em- 

plaaed one section on each side of the shoe t o  close the heel 

with arose f i re .  Two men from each squed were t o  man each 

gun, while the remainder, took thei r  places t o  the r ight  and 

l e f t  of i t s  position t o  provide protection for  it as well as  

t o  P i l l  spaces i n  the l i ne  along the trench. (See Yap F) 

The haad grenades used by the Gemtans were percussion 

type, round, anB a l i t t l e  d l e r  than a baseball. Their 

casualty effeat  was not very great, but they did have quite 

an effect on morale. They were nasty beaause often tlmes 

what would have been a misa with a conventional type grenade 

w a s  a hi t  with this type. They would hit short of the 

trenahes and continue t o  r o l l  down hill in to  the trenches. 

(78)  

!there was no sleeping for  anyone on Grassberg and &hen- 

berg Hil ls  during the night of 18 December. f i r i ng  would 

almost cease, then all ' ~ 0 1 1  would break loose" again. This 

) Personal knowledge. 



continued a l l  night long. Leaders moved along the trenohes 

t o  insure tha t  adequate personnel were aler t .  They were a l l  

t i red,  f o r  the battalion had been on the move f o r  the past 

nine days. The slow drizzle  of rain continued. (79) 

By 0100 hours company guides had picked up the i r  respec- 

t ive  supply de ta i l s  of pack mules loaded with Vn rations, 

mail, water and amunition and gone forward with them. ( A 

d e t a i l  of 30 mules and 14 m n  from the 513th Quartermaster 
1 

Pack Company was attached t o  the bat tal ion during the day). 

Prior t o  daylight ushap# and "polen charges would be de- 

livered t o  f ront  l fne companies fo r  use against pillboxes 

and bunkers during the next daxls attack. (80) 

Radio was the primary means of coamarnications during 18 

December. Wire parties were on the l ines continuously and 

could not keep t h w  in. H Companyfs mortar observer w i t h  

Company E adjusted f i r e  through the c o ~ ~ p m y  commander of B 

Companlny, who relayed f i r e  comnands by SCB 300 radio t o  the 

heavy weapons company commander, who i n  twa, relayed them 

t o  one of the observers on H i l l  412, or t o  Lieutenant bdalr, 

81-mtn moptar platoon leader, who relayed them t o  the guns. 

T h i s  procedure w a s  complicated, but it did work. (61) 

TIIE: SECOM) DAY OF TEE ATTACK - 19 DECEMBER 1944 

The attack was ordered t o  be continued at 0700 hours, 19 

December subsequent t o  a f i ve  Bemine a r t i l l e r y  ppeparation. 

The objeotive was the same- as f o r  18 December. (82) 

( 7 9 )  Personal knowledge- (80) A 4 2 3  Personal knowledge; (81) 
Personal knowledge; (821 A-9, p. 76; Personal knowledge. 
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A t  0655 hours the a r t i l l e ry  commenced i t s  preparation. 

A$- a few rounds f e l l  into G Oompanyts area. The coneen- 

t rat ion l i f t e d  a t  0700 hours and the attack was on. Mortar 

and a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  peunded G Company's position as they 

moved forward through the network of trenches. (See Map F) 

The advance of Company Q was measured i n  feet  for '~er ry"  

contestea every move with everything he had. (89) 

A t  0800 hours the enemy mortar and a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  ln- 

creased. In f ive  mlnuters titse verg l i t t l e  of Orassberg and 

Hohenberg Hills could be seen from Hil l  412 for  the smoke 

that resulted from the shelling. 'Phese f i r e s  were so Intense 

an8 sustained that l i t t l e  doubt existed as to what was 6 d a g  

next. Bperience had taught that  this was a m e  sign of a 

counterattack. The a r t i l l e ry  and mortar f i r e  l i f t e d  a t  0820 

hours and the counterattack followed as was expected. (84) 

The Qermana counterattacked from the l e f t  f iont  o f  Cola- 

pany Q with an estimated 70 or 80 men. (See h p  $) T h i s  at- 

ta& was heavier than was expeoted and was lmgporeed by tanks. 

The tanks came as a surprise, but thei r  efieativeneas was im- 

peded by the nature of  the terra•÷& (85 )  

H Qompany's m o r t a r  observer with Company Q celled for  the 

concentration plotted for  the top of' Qraaaberg. Captain 

Creddoclc w a s  with the H Company observer a t  this time and 

waa in oontaet with the heatry weapons company connaa~der. He 

requested a l l  the mortar f i r e  he could get, and state& that 

the Qermans were too close to  his position to put a r t i l l e ry  

(83) (84) (85) Personal knowledge. 



on theah Artil lery was plaoed i n  the area where the tanks 

could be hear&. (86)  

The first 81-mu mortar concentration f i red  was 60 rounds 

of 'HE* light. No sooner had this concentration been fired, 

than it was called for again. This  time Captain haddock 

told the observer to pull  the concentration into the company 

position, i f  necessary. Both sections of guns were fired, 

daubling the concentration, which was pulled within 26 yards 

of O Conipan~ts most forward potsition. The coante~a t tmk waa 

broken up a t  that  point. (See &tap F) A s  th enemy withdrew, 

he was pursued by mortar and a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  searching the 

area northwest of Qraasberg, in whieh he was l a s t  seen. (87)  

Lieutenant Diekson 1 s heavy machine guns could not be em- 

ployed to  f i r e  into the counterattack i n i t i a l l y  due t o  the 

nature of the terrain. lhen the enemy had advanaed to dth5.n 

50 yards of the position, the platoon opened f i r e  using the 

rapid rate. (250 rounds per gun per minute). T h i s  V O ~ W  of 

f i r e  a t  01088 range assisted materially i n  stoppins the 

counterattack. (See Hap F) One heavy nmchiae gun WM Pmookd 

out when an en- r i f l e  bullet  pierced the water jaeket of 

the gun an8 wounded the gunner. Lieutenant Dickaon net if ied 

his campany cc~msaander that  the gun w o d . 6  be needed in the 

event of another eaunterattack. (88)  

'Phe 2d Plateon, which was i n  F Colopanyts area, was told 

to take one of their  guns to the 1st Platoon as aoea as pos- 

s ible and e x a h w e  it for the damaged gun. 'Ehir waa a rather 

(86) (87)  (88) Personal Im~Wledge. 



ha%ardous undertaking under the circmstanoes, but In l e s s  

than an hour Dickson had four gilas ready to  go. (89) 

The battalion 8-4 was contaoted through the battalion 

observation post, told to  pick up another gun aa soon as pos- 

sible, and that  the dmaged gun would be evacuated as soon 

as the situation permitted. (90) 

Company E had been getting i t s  slsare of mortar aad artil- 

lery  f i r e  during the aounterattack, but very l i t t l e  mall arms 

fire.  Captain Stevenson was regulating hi8 advame on C a -  

pany G, which had been able t o  advmice only about 28 yards. 

(See Map $1 E Qmpanyts opposition was l igh t  t o  the extent 

that they were having l i t t l e  diff icul ty as they moved for- 

ward. Apparently the activity on Grassberg had attracted 

the e n q * s  attention from Hohenberg. (91) 

Mortar f i r e  continued t o  fall on both company positionar. 

Very l i t t l e  of this f i r e  had found i t s  way in to  F Companyta 

area. The accuracy with which these mortar concentrations 

were placed on Company was uncaring. (92) 

A t  about 0940 hours, one of O Co~apaayts men noticed a 

protrusion on top of the large pillbox to  the front. A t  

f i r s t  he thought it was a ventbator.  (809 Yap It had 

attracted his attention when he thought he saw it move. 

Close observation revealed it to  be a periscope. It was 

knocked out by r i f l e  f i r e ,  af ter  which, the enemy's mortar 

and a r t i l l e ry  concentrations were quite generd. and not Con- 

centrated on any particular move that  Co~lp&ny G made as w a s  

(89) (90) (91) (92) Personal hnowledger 



the case before. (93) 
L 

By 1000 hours Captain Craddock had completed his plan t o  

take the big pillbox to his imedlate  front. He submitted 

the plan by telephone to Major Henntghausen who was at  the 

battalion observation post on Hil l  412 and it was qpproved, 

(94) 

Captain Craddock~s plan was to  clear  the trench area for-  

ward to  a point where a t  l ea s t  a section of heavy machine 

guns could oover a demolition detail ,  whlch was t o  crawl for- 

ward nnder these coveping f i r e s  and blow the box. As it 

developed, a l l  fuur guns of Dicksonls platoon were used f o r  

this job. (95) 

A t  1200 hours three volunteers from Company P l ed  by 

Techaical Sergeant Sp~ingborn, snaked a perilous path toward 

the pillbox, under the covering f i res 'o f  Lieutenant Mckaon'e 

guns. (See Yap F) The machine guns were firing a l i t t l e  

high, too high to  do much drpaage to the enmy, but the f i r e  

did succeed In keeping the Germans heads dom. Serlgesltt 

Springborn placed the 40 pound npole oharge" in  the embrasure 

mnd crawled back some 15 t o  20 yards before i t  blew. A8 the 

dust oleared 16 Qermans came out with their  haada up. They 

were pretty well shaken up, but were otherwise unharmed. One 

of the prisoners*wae a lieutenant, forward observer, who h a  

been directing the mortar and a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  on Grassberg. 

( 9 6 )  

The machine gan platoon continued to f i r e  hi& as Q COBL- 

(93) (94) (95) Personal Isnowledge; (96)  A-8, p. 54; 
Personal knowledge. 
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pay ' s ,  36 Platoon, following generally the path of Sergeant 

Springborn, pushed two squads into the next l i ne  of  trenches, 

a c h  connected the large box just  taken with several m a 1  

bunkers. ( h e  Map F) By 1400 hours the forward trench had 

been cleared of the enemy and the mopping up of the c m o a -  

t ion trenches between was underway. (97) 

In the meantime E Qompany was moving forwewd to occupy 

the trenches i t  had abrmdoned the day before. Baptain 

Stevenson, his executive officer, a platoon leader, and three 

men moved forward to a large pillbox, rhich ha& been selected 

as the company ccmmnd post. As they entered the box, a Qer- 

Inan soldier, who was inaide, quiokly stepped outside anB 

slcprrmed the door shut, locking then ia the box. A t  about 

the erne t h e  "Jerry" hit the advance elements of E Doaptmy 

rith a a c m e  gun and r i f l e  fire from the trenches they had 

abandoned the night before. (See Pap F) A squad of Qompany 

E; attempted t o  work i ts  way to  the pillbox to  l iberate 

Captaln Stevenson end his pwty. The en- had atiplmed a 

machine gun beside the box a d  apparently had ideas about 

staying there. After several attempts to remh the box had 

failed, E Gemupany oonsolidated i t s  position under command of 

the l e t  Sergeant. The three officers assl@ied t o  the o m -  

psmg were priseners i n  the pillbox to the front. (98) 

The forward companies advanced no forther b r i n g  the re- 

maisder of 19 December. Prior t o  nightfall ,  positions were 

consolidated to hold the g~ound gained. Considerable mortar 

( $7 )  Personl  lmowie~e;  (98) 168, p. 54; A-9, p. 77; 
Personal laaoqledge. 



and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  continued t o  f a l l ,  but none of i t  caused 

the bat tal ion much concern. It no longer had the deadly ac- 

curacy it had before. (99) 

Lieutenant Dicksonts machine gkln platoon took i t s  place 

i n  the trenohes with the riflelaen of Company G and prepared 

defensive f i r e s  fo r  the night, (100) 

Amwnitiem of a l l  types mas low by early evening, 19 

December. In  addition t o  the pack mules, which could not be 

moved forward of B i l l  412 during daylight hours, a carrying 

party consisting of drivers, clerks and cooks was formed t o  

carry ammunition, rations, m a i l  and water t o  Companies G 

and 33 and the 1st Uchine Gun Platoon with Company Q. T h i s  

was done so  that  these men, who had been fighting fo r  10 days 

s t ra ight  running, would be spared as mch  as possible. The 

replaoemnt aachine gun was included i n  the iiierps brought up 

by the carrying party. (101) 

The night of 19 December passed with l ess  ac t iv i ty  than 

the previous night. The hand grenade duel continued as before, 

but the a r t i l l e r y  and mortar f i r e  was very scattered and was 

a source of l i t t l e  concern as coinpared t o  the previous night. 

( 102 

From his observation post on H i l l  412, a t  abmt 2230 hours, 

19 December, Ih jor Bennighausen issued the order by telephone 

t o  continue the attack at 0730 hours, on 20 December. The 

plan was the sanre except that supporting f i r e s  would be on 

call.  Limited attacks would be made t o  improve positions 

(99) (100) Personal knmledge; (101) 8-12; Personal 
boaledge; (102) Personal knowledge. 



and no major gains were to be attempted. (103-) 

FBI3 THIRD DAY OF THE'ATFACK - 20 DEC=R 1944 

Dam on 20 Becmber brought a l i t t l e  snow with the f ine 

mist of rain which continued to fall. A l l  t h i s  added more 

discomfort to the men, who were forced t o  conf'ine thanselves 

to their  assigned posts i n  the trenches on Grassberg and 

Hohenberg Hills. (104) 

The mortar and a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  had ceased and all was 

quiet excrept fo r  an occasional outburst from a Qerman machine 

pistol. A few grenades exploded now and then which served 

as a reBlinder that  the enemy was st i l l  i n  the next l i ne  ~f 

trenches same 40 yards to the front. (106) 

As the frotlt l i ne  companies, a t  0730 hours, oontinned 

the process of clearing more connrmnication trenches In order 

to strengthen thei r  poeitlons, Qrassberg and IIohenberg a d -  

denly came t o  l i f e  again. 

Both Bompenies G and IS had captured more trenethes thm 

they could adequately man. The Germans had moved through the 

network of  trenches to  the l e f t  of G Company and had oocupied 

some of the trenches previously captured. The procees of 

clearing the enemy froxu within the eompanJr position was under- 

way at 0800 hours a t  which time tarassberg and Hobenberg were 

again pouadsd with a r t i l l e ry  and aortar  f i re .  As this f i r e  

Continued the battalion got set for  another connterattack. 

Frm the nature of the ter ra in  and the enemy's actions the 

(103) A-9, p. 77; Personal knowledge; (104) (105) Per- 
sonal knowledge. 



previous dw, it was anticipated that i f  another counteratteak 

materialized, i t  would come from the same general area that 

the f i r a t  one had.' (106) 

The Germans h i t  G Compsuyfs position from the l e f t  front 

a t  0820 houra as they had on 19 December. (See Map 8 )  In  

order for them t o  enter the company position, they would have 

to  do so through the trenches, since the obstacles between 

each l i ne  of trenches, would have t o  be dealt  with. (107) 

The 81-m mortar observer with Company 0 had been usable 

t o  establish topmnmioation. Therefore, Captain Craddcck 

called for  the close in concentratioa, f i red  the day before, 

to  be f i r e a  a t  this time. He called f o r  this a r e  through 

the battalion 9-3 and requested that it be continued u n t i l  

the counterattack was stopped. 8ix 81-nmr mortar ooncentra- 

tions of 60 rounds each were f i red  into the counterattack. 

Captain Graddock f ina l ly  pulled this concentration i n  so olesb 

that several rounds f e l l  ia the colngany position before the 

Germans were stopped. blo casualties occurred as a resul t  of  

the 81-~lpr mortar f i r e  that  f e l l  i n  Q Companyls area. Tanks 

could be hear& behind the c res t  of the hill, but did not show 

themselves during the counterattack. (108) 

The 1st Yachine C h  Platoon from i t s  position opened 

f i r e  as the Germans came into view over the orest  of the hill. 

(See Map P) Visibi l i ty  was very poor a t  this t h e  end due 

the nature of the t e r r e h  f ina l  p~o tea t ive  l ines  could not be 

established. Each gun aeot;fon f i red  within i t s  sector of 

(106) (107) (108) Personal knowledge. 



f i r e  in  the direction of  the counterattack. Results of the 

f i r e  could not be observed, Due to  the change i n  temperature, 

5oke  from the guns seemed t o  be greater and hung in the s i c i -  

n l ty  of the position f o r  acmetime af ter  the firing, This re- 

sulted i n  th enmy locating each gun position and therefore 

rendering these positions vir tual ly tantentable. Crew8 

were forced to  take cover i n  the trenches during theme brief 

but intense periods of f i re .  Alternate positions fop the guns 

mounted t o  shif t ing erah position la te ra l ly  along the trench. 

It would have been suicide to p lme a machine $rm forward 

along one of the connecting trenches end they could not f i r e  

a t  al l ,  i f  placed i n  any of the trenches i n  rear of the front  

l ine  r i f l e  platoons, (109) 

E Oompany was lnaking preparations to  continue the attack 

to  recapture the trenches they had abandoned on the night of 

18 Deoember rarci l ibera te  i ts  company colmnander, the two of- 

f icers  em•÷ three enlisted men with him, who were in the p i l l -  

box to  the front. (110) 

'Phe 81-aan mortar platoon had planned a f ive  minute prep- 

aration on the enemy positions around the pillbox. 'Ehis ap- 

peared t o  be where the enemy was strongest Iumtehiately in 

front  of Oolaga~y E. A t  0885 ha~rs, the prepmation cslPntenc- 

ed. When i t  l i f t e d  f ive minutes l a te r ,  one platoon of Om- 

peny E led by the company 1st Sergemt had worked i t s  way 

forward through the connecting trenches and assaulted the 

m a i n  enemy trench connecting the pillbox and several btmlrers. 

(109) (110) Personal knowledge. 



A short f i r e  f ight  ensued as the platoon fanned out t o  the 

r ight  and l e f t  to secure the trench. (111) 

The mortar observer with Company E shifted the arortu 

f i r e  to the next l ine  of trenches which were some 60 yards 

farther up the h i l l .  Tbis f i r e  kept the enemy entertained 

to a marked degree while E Company's r ight  platoon made i ts  

way t o  the enemy trench now occupieti by the l e f t  platoon of 

the company. (112) 

A t  0900 hours Captain Stevenson and his  party were re- 

leased from the pillbox and had suffered none the worse for 

their  stay there. (113) 

Twenty men from odds and ends around the battalion com- 

=and post i n  Ebchtanbach were formed in to  a deta i l  to  ass i s t  

i n  evacuating the wounded from Grassberg and Hobenberg Hills. 

T h i s  de ta i l  arrived a t  the battaliem ~bservat ion post on R i l l  

412 about 1000 hours. Guides from Company F led the de ta i l  

across the valley to the forward aid station on Orassberg 

Hill. The medical personnel manning the station had worked 

around the clock since arriving there on 18 December. (114) 

Li t ter  bearers that moved through the trenches evacuating 

the wounded appeared to  have l i t t l e  regard for the en- 

situation. No matter how rough the going was, they continued 

the trio- process of evacuating the wounded under f i re .  !The 

l i t t e r  hadl frola the position, acposs the mall valley and up 

H i l l  412 was under the eyes of the enemy. Mortar and a r f i l -  

l e v  f i r e  pounded these reaches incess~nt ly ,  which further 

(111) (112) Personal bowledge; (113) A-12; Personal 
knowledge; (114) 1-18; Personal knowledge. 



complicated a l i t t e r  haul that would have been rough enough 

under idea l  conditions. Slowly a l l  casual t ies  were being 

evacuated. (115) 

The forward companies continued t o  improve the i r  posl- 

t ions  f o r  the remainder of the day under sporadic r i f l e  and 

machine gun f i r e .  The enemy mortars and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  i n  

areas throughout the ba t ta l ion  area, concentrating on no 

par t icular  local i ty .  Three of these concentrations f e l l  i n  

F Company's posit ion w i t h  l i t t l e  damage. Tha men of the 2d 

Hachine Gun Platoon, which was w i t h  Company F, had dug t h e i r  

guns i n  and covered the emplacement with logs. Supplegeentary 

positions t o  cover the valley t o  the west were prepared in  the 

same manner. Individual foxholes were a l s o  logged in. Fox- 

holes i n  F Company's primsry posit ion were prepared i n  the 

same way, this saved many men from becodng casualt ies from 

"tree  b ~ r s t s " r  (116) 

Early i n  the afternoon of 20 December, twenty one 

reinforcements were recslved f o r  the battalion. Seven of 

these men had been i n  conbat and therefore were assigned t o  

Companies E and (3. me others were assigned t o  Company P, 

which would be b e t t e r  t h h  placing them i n  f ron t  l ine  com- 

panies i n i t i a l l y .  (117) 

Lieutenant Adsir, leader of the 81-arm mortar platoon, 

reported t o  his company commander, a t  the heavy weapons c o w  

pany observation post a t  1500 hours. He had been told  by h i s  

platoon sergeant that mortar ammunition was being rationed, 

(115) (116) Personal knowledge; (1x7) 6-12: Personal 
howledge. 



and that 400 rounds of all types were on position. 81-nrm 

mortar miannition could be drawn on the balris of sir rounds 

per gun per day. (118) 

The heavy weapons company connnander talked th i s  over 

with Yajor Henaighausen, who designated him t o  control the 

f i r e  requested for  the 81-rn mortars. This was an easy task, 

since the heavy weapons company colamemler was in colmrmnica- 

t ion with the mor t a r  platoon leader with wire and radio. 

h e ~ g e n c y  requests would be f i red  as before, but all others 

would receive approval by the company commander o f  Compmy H. 

Major Hennighausen was requested to  ask f o r  the daily ra te  

of 81-mm mortar ammunition for  the attached battalion of the 

410th Infantry, which was in regimental reserve. T h i s  re- 

quest was approved. However, the aamnrnition was equally 

divided among the three battalions of the 409th Infantry nor 

i n  the line. (119) 

A t  1530 hours Company E beat off a counterattack, which 

was a half hearted attempt on the p a r t  of the enew t o  re- 

gain the trench they had lo s t  aming the morning. During the 

~ountera t tack it was necessary for  the mortar observer to pul l  

the 81-nrm mortar concentration within 35 yards of the Colllp- 

position. CaptlLin Stevenson complained to  the battalion corn- 

m d e r  and requested that the H Company observer be relieved. 

T h i s  request was disapproved and the Lieutensrat, observer, w h o  

was the section leader of one of the gun sections, remahe& 

d t h  E Company tboughout the action. (120) 

(118) (19) (120) Personal knowledge. 



Later during the day it was discovered that the enemy 

was in f i l t ra t ing  small groups Into the trenches t o  the rear 

and sniping from W e r s  that  were unmanned by the front  

Une companies. 'Ehis harrassing eontinned u n t i l  dusk when 

the support platoon of Companies E an8 Q eucaeeded i n  elear- 

ing the enemy from these positions. After this was done, a l l  

bunkers and pillboxes not mmed  i r j  the forward companies were 

destrojed with demolitions t o  prevent i n f i l t ~ a t i n g  e;ronps of 

enemy from using them. (121) 

After darkness on the night of 20 December, Conpay F 

relieved Company O on Qrrseberg Hill. (See Map Or)  Company 

Q occrupied the prepared poaitlon he16 by Company F since 18 

December. 

H Company's 26 Machine Oun Platoon went with Company P 

and relieved the 1st Machine Qun Platoon, whlch w a s  with Com- 

pany Ct. Arrangements were made between the tso platoon leaders 

t o  exchange guns by leaving them mplmed. Machine Qun aka- 

munition was l e f t  on gosition, except the 2d Platoon took ex- 

t r a  emmunition forward as the re l lef  was effected. (122) 

Apparently the enemy beoslae awere that something was 

going on for  he became increasingly active. Before the rel ief  

was completed enmy mortdlr $118 a r t i l l e ry  plastered both Por- 

w a r d  positions. 81-nun mortars and a r t i l l e r y  oonaentratione 

were f i red  on enemy positions forward and to  the l e f t  front 

of the aompany position on Grassberg. Gaeualties were negli- 

gible d.uring the re l ief ,  The 26 Yachlne (hm Platoon lo s t  one 

I (121) Personal knowledge; (122) 6-12; Personal knowledge. 



man wounded. ' (123) 

Garrying part ies  went forward as they pravionsly had 

done, except sleeping bags were carried to company positions. 

PhQse not required t o  move about i n  the trenches during the 

night, sipped the bags around themselves, epd continued the 

long hours of the night standing, (124) 

Artil lery and mortar f i r e  pounded Grassberg and Hobnberg 

throughout the night, supplemented with hand grenades being 

lobbed into the forwud positiens. Counterattacks were re- 

ported hi t t ing the battalion positions to the right and l e f t  

of the 2d Battalion, 

The men on Hohenberg were l e s s  a l e r t  than previous 

nighta making it necessary for leaders to work the trenches 

continually to keep them awake. M e n  muld fa l l  asleep s t d -  

ing or leaning agalnst the sides of the trenches. Capany F 

and the 28 Platoon, Oompany H, had l i t t l e  diff icul ty i n  this 

regard. Leaders were required to check through the t~enchos  

occupied by h i s  troops, but found them to be alert .  Be- 

the first night they had spent so close to the a=, they 

were very "dumpy", making somewhat of a precnious task for 

those inspecting platoon and squad positions d~rZng the hour8 

of d ~ h e s s r  (125) 

Major Hennighansen issued orders a t  1130 hours to  con- 

tlnne the action on 21  Deaember by patrolling the forward 

positions. A l l  weapons were to  employ aggressive reconnais- 

sance by f i re ,  but no forward gains were to be attempted. (126) 

(123) (124) (126) Personal knowle8ge; (126) 8-9, p. 77; 
Personal knowledge. 



The morning of 21 December brought news of the Ardennea 

offensive, whlch had begun on 16 Bece~llber. This b i t  of nera 

did nothing to  aid the morale of the 26 Battaliem. It was now 

apparent why the ou t f i t  was going on the defensive. &parent- 

1y the enany had heard this b i t  of news, too, for he lnereaaed 

his act iv i t ies  along the front  of  the battellon. Heavy mor- 

tar and a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  consnenced t o  pound the positions prior 

t o  daylight smd continued un t i l  0820 hours, a t  which tlme the 

enemy launched his third counterattack f r o m n  the northwest of 

Grassberg at  the seam hour ~f the day. (127) 

Requests for mortar f i r e  from Compsmy F through the mor- 

t a r  observer from Company H was answered with a 160 rounti 

concentratien of "HEn l i gh t  and "HE" heavy mlsed. a r e  was 

pulled to within a few yarda af the f rsnt  l i ne  riflemen and 

continued i n  that local i ty un t i l  the en- waa stopped. 

Artil lery worked over the area i n  rear of Orarmberg. (128) 

The 26 Machine Qun Platoon wlth Company F opened f i r e  orz 

the counterattacking Qemans as soon as it was aiscovered that 

the attack was coming from the area northwest of Graasberg. 

( b e  Map G) Fields of f i r e  were very short; 75 yards a t  the 

most. This short range decreased the effectiveness of the 

guna, but was of a great deal of a s s i s t a c e  t e  the supportecl 

r i f l e  contpany i n  beating off the attack* (129) 

By 0900 hours the battalion front  had quietea down con- 

siderably. &emy mortars end a r t i l l e ry  continued to  harrass 

(127) (128) (129) Personal bowledge* 
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the position, but the Germans i n  the trenches a short dia-  

tance to the front  were not so aotive. 

To determine if the enemy was st i l l  in his close i n  

position, a l l  that was necessary was to ra ise  a helmet above 

the trenches on a r i f l e .  Usually the helmet was withdram 

w i t h  a bullet  hole ia it. (130) 

Company E on Hohenberg had noted no change i n  the situa- 

t ion in i t s  sector except, the enemy was leas  aotive aa had 

been the case throughout the entire action. (131) 

9218 corngang conrmander c p f  Company H reported the status 

of 81-ma mortar ammunition to  the battalion corrrmander a t  1100 

hours. There was l e s s  than 200 rounds of a l l  types atl posi- 

t ion and none on carpier. He expressed a deep ooncern as to  

the outcome of the next counterattack, if any of the smrrrmoi- 

t ion was expended to f i r e  targets other than i n  emergencies. 

Major Hennighansen al lot ted 50 rounds of "HEg heavy t o  be 

f i red  on routine targets and the remainder to  be held i n  case 

of another counterattack. The meager amount of mortar am- 

munition allowed per day was a matter of much concern for  the 

entire battalion. (132) 

The enemy was reasonably quiet for the remainder of the 

day, which gave the battalion an opportunity to evacuate i t 8  

dead, that is, the bodies that could be gotten out. The 1st 

Sergeant of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 26 Ba t -  

talion was given a de ta i l  and six mules for  the job. Front 

l i ne  corapanies evacuated their  dead to a point in rear of (i 

(130) (131) (132) Personal bowledge. 



Coa~panyfs position, where they were picked up and evacuated 

to  a desigaatsed point on the t r a i l  in. r e a  of Hil l  412. Here 

they could be picked up and hauled to  the rear by "jeep". (133) 

About sundown on 21 December, Major Moble L. Rlggs, o w -  

manding officer, 2d Battalion, 179th Infantry, 45th Infantry 

Division arrived a t  the 28 Battalion observation post on H I 1 1  

412 with his company oommauders, 8-35 and 8-2. !Phis was the 

first  news that the regiment was to be relieved. Each of the 

offiaera with Major Riggs spent tbe remcilnder of the night 

with hie oounterpart i n  the 26 Battalion, 409th Infantry work- 

ing out the de ta l l s  of the re l ief .  (154) 

THE RELIER OF TBE 2D BATTALIOH - 22 DECEMBER 1944 

Co~lpanies of Major Biggal battalion arrived on Hil l  412 

a t  about 0030 hours, 22 December, at whieh t h e  the re l ie f  of 

the 26 Battalion, 409th W a n t r y  began. Officer gtlidea met 

eaoh aompany of the incoming battalion and guided i t  to the 

position area of the c a p m y  to ?M relieved. (155) 

Priop to aaylight the entire re l ie f  of the 2d Battalion 

was completed. Shortly a f te r  daylight, Major Hennlghausen 

turned over his observation post on Hil l  412 to Major Bigga. 

Bohenberg and ariaasberg Hllls were now the responsibility of 

the 2d Battalion, 179th Infantry. (136) 

During the early morning hours of 22 December the bat- 

talion marahed to  the town of Schweigen, Oermang. There it 

received i t s  first hot meal in twelve days. "fbe men were 

(1335) Personal knowledge; (134) A-9, 79; Pereonal lsnow- 
ledge; (1.5) Personal bowleae ;  (138. 1-18; ~ e r s o n d  
.knowledge. 





p r i o r  to the attack. The patrol sent out on the morning of 

18 December appeared to be an afterthought. It i s  nty opinion 

that the area northwest of Grassberg should have been further 

patrolled on the afternoon and during the night of  17 Deca- 

be*. The information the battalion commander desired, would 

have been made available f n  time for  h im to aat on it. A s  I* 

fb  developed, the pa t ro l  that was dispatched on the morning of ,' 
I ., 17 Deoember did not return i n  suf f i c  lent  t-e- for the plan of ,$ 

attack t o  be changed. The decision not to change the plan a t  

that time was a sound one. 4 j ^ - , v A ~ - u  wdl@ " + l - -  , 

Ymy of the deta i ls  in planning the attack on 18 Becem- 

ber were SOP, therefore, detailed instmctiona relat ive to  

coordination within the battalion were mmnitted. This is good 

and saves much t h e  that can be ut i l ieed in the preparation 

phase, However, detailed checks were made to insme that the 

plan was understood and that each individual understood the 

part  he was to play in executing it. I fee l  that this part 

of the plaaning aad coordinating phase p r i o r  t o  the attack 

was adequate, principally, due to  the fac t  that the offiaera 

i n  the battalion had worked together for  a long t u e .  ~ - ,  . 

Communications were maintained throughout the operation 

though prior planning and cooperation among a l l  elements of 

the battalion, It waa almost impossible to malntein wire 

coanrmnicationa forward of the battalion observation post. 'EBe 

SCR 300 radios were used extensively throughout the battalion 

d t h  exoellent results, SOR 536 radios were used i n  the r i n e  

oompany cammend nets, but were unsatisfactory, resulting in 

the primarJr use o f  messengers In these echelons. The lack of 



a s d f i c i e n t  number of SCR 300 radios to provide both of the 

front l i n e  81-~mn mortar observers with one, resulted ia the 

loss of tfme in cal l ing for and adjusting mortar fire. T U s  

was mvercclae to  some extent by plotting mortar concentrations 

& prior to the attack, in-ing that a t  l eas t  each company om- 
>?, 

2" mander had these concentrations plotted on his map, and the 

cooperation of r i f l e  company commanders in allowing mortar 

observers t o  use their  coiuumnication f a c i l i t i e s  t o  ca l l  POP 

and adjust f i r e ,  T h i s  operation definitely revealed the need 

for  a better colmartaication system w i t h i n  the mortar platom 

of the heavy weapons company. A t  the time no SCB 300 radios 

were o r g d c  to  this platoon. h r r e n t  tables of organization 

and equipment have correotea this deficiency to a great ex- 

tent. 

It i s  believed that the battalion observation post w a s  

too in to  the rear under normal situations. However, i n  W a  

instance the actfon of the battalion as a whole could bet ter  

be influeneed frm E i l l  412, which afforded the best obaerra- 

t lon over the battalion .one. Iotbing toad b n e  been g l l n d  

by plming this instal lat ion on Orassberg or Hohenberg un t i l  

they were taken. 

Both hills probably could have been taken on 18 December 

h d  G q a n y  F been committed through Ccmpany E t o  seize Hohen- 

berg. Cmpmy E met l igh t  resistance f i m u  Qemap Mat- 

during its cdvance up the hill, therefore, I f ee l  that More 

aggresalve action on Hohenberg would have resulted in i t s  

capture, thus, relieving same of the preasuFe from O w a n g  G. 

The battalion oomander could have taken advantage of W s  



situation had he followed the attacking echelons closely on 

the first dag of the attack. By remainhg a t  hls observat io~ 

post anB not u t i l i s ing  his s taf f  to the ftallest, he did not 

know exactly what the situation i n  front of Company B waa. 

!@he cornpay co~naander of H Compa~j fa i led  to use good 

dudgment i n  selecting Ma observation post. He selected the 

place that afforded the best observation without giving much 

thought t o  i t s  location i n  relatiosship to one of his machine 

gun platoons. This recruited i n  M m  being brought llnaer mor- 

t a r  and ar t i l l e ry  f i r e  that  was directed a t  the mffihlne gvn 

platoon. Subsequently, the obaemation post had t o  be movd, 
' / 

which probably could have been avoideb, , L>t  4 by .,LO S L ~  ed-& 
&&. +a - 7 ,  *.-+-'-> 

seleating alternate positions prior t o  the attack the L ~ % ?  
28 Haohlne t3un Platoon of Campony E was able to  move qr t ickl~ 

in to  an area where i t  could continue i t s  support mission, nhgn 

it was brought uncler f i re .  T h l s  prior planning resulted in 

no casualties for the platoon i n  a situation, which could have 
'f 
, otherwise resulted i n  many casualties. It i s  normal f o r  the 

enemy t o  seek out autoaaatic weapons, therefore, this was taken 

in to  account when the platoon position areas were selected. 

Company G made good use of the information obtained fram 

:' the patrol that was sent to Orassberg on 15' Becember. Aa waa 
, <bV 

l a t e r  observed, what appeared to  be a covered route to Grass- 

berg was a death trap. 

Heavy laaohine guns, because of their  abi l i ty  t o  accurate- 

l y  deliver a heavy volume of sustained f i r e ,  should be employ- 

eB where they con coveP the ent i re  sector of the r i f l e  cm- 

pany mey are to  support. During thPs eperation, the r i f l e  



companies advanced to  the point where i t  was unsafe t o  emplay 

overhead f i re ,  before they made contact with the eneny. S h e  

the guns could not provide adequate support from their  initial 

position areas, they were displaced forward by echelon. 9h ia  

insured that one platoon of guns w a s  covering the forward &is- 

placement of the other as well as proriditlg Companies G and 

E rith protection from possible attacks from the flanks. As 

the situation developed, Company Q could employ heavy guns 

with i t s  forward platoons early in the attack. Ccnrrpany E w a s  

required to continue the opepation d thout heavy machine gun' 

support due to  the fac t  that the battalion cmmander ordereti 

the 26 Hachine Oun Platoon t o  be employed with Campany F to  

csver the rear of the ferward positions. It cannot be stated 

whether or not a platoon of gun8 rith Colllpan~r E would have 

influeaced the action on Hohenrberg. Although the range and 

observation on Qrassberg was l h l t sd ,  the heavy guns wlth 

Cempany Q did a good job. They were partiotilarly auited for 

the mission to  cover the demolitloti de ta i l  that blew the p i l l -  

box in front  of Q Cmw. 

The 81-mu mortars did a splendid job ln supporting the 

battalion. Their position area was t ~ o  far back to support 

the attack beyond the objective, but t o  emplace them furthsr 

forwad meant that amitmition would have t o  be hand carried, 

up Hil l  412, since the top of the hill was the next p lme 

forward that   the^ could have been se t  up. In addition to  

being inecceseable, it was undesirable to  place the mortars on 

Hill  412, because i t  would have been an easy matter Per the 

en& t o  locate them. The mortar observation posts on Hil l  



412 provided a complete coverage over the greater  par t  of 

the ba t ta l ion  zone. With two forward observers with Company 

5 and E, observation f o r  the mortars was as complete as the 

s i tua t ion  would permit. The hi& angle of f i r e  of the 81-mtn 

mortar makes it an excellent weapon f o r  close i n  f i r e s .  Mor- 

tar f i r e  was deliveped t o  within a few yards of f ront l ine  

troops with l i t t l e  danger t o  them. Once the f i r e  was actual ly  

pulled i n t o  5 Company's position l n  order t o  s top  a counter- 

attack. The soundness of this action might be debatable. 

I am of the opinion, however, t h a t  the s i tua t ion  should d ic t a t e  

whether or not t h i s  i s  done. I n  this instance, I believe tha t  

it was just if ied.  h +&fu'*' , i 

Only four of the s i x  81-lrrm mortars in the heavy weapons 

company were employed fo r  this operation. apepienbe  hsd taught 

tha t  i n  the a t tack four guns could f i r e  a l l  the a m m i t i o n  

tha t  could be supplied them by crrmpany means. This was found 

t o  be basicly  t rue  i n  s t a t i c  si tuations.  

Currant tables  of organization and equipment have correct- 

ed this defioiency. There are  now four 81-nm mortars i n  the 

heavy weapons company instead of s i x  as was the case a t  the 

time of t h i s  operation. 

By using the 81-ana mortars i n  battery,  a greater  con- 

centrat ion of f i r e  was quickly brought t o  be@ on the enemy 

during counterattacks. I n  addition, this mthod of employ- 

ment simplified the problem of anmumition supply t o  a grea t  

degree. Company vehicles were able t o  duaap loads of am- 

xunition i n  the platoon posit ion area a t  a point from where 

a l l  four guns were supplied. 



The decision t o  destroy all bunkers and pillboxes not 

i n  use nithin the forward positions was sound. !his denied 

i n f i l t r a t h g  groups of the enemy the use of them, from which 

to  snipe a t  our people coming up from the rear, This oondi- 

t ioa  could have been eliminated t o  sonae degree had these 

boxes bean destroyed a t  the time i t  was discovered that  th& 

were too many t o  be completely manned by the forward companies. 

The soundness In the decision of' the battalion colrnaander 

t o  l e t  Company E abandon the pillboxes and trenches eaptured 

on 18 December pull  back on l ine  with Company G i s  

questionable, Company E had taken these positions without 

too much resistatme and w a s  in no inmediate danger of  being 

cut off  from the r e s t  of the battalion, It would have been 

bet ter  t o  use p a t  of Company F t o  move t o  the rear of Com- 

pany B during the night o f  18 December i n  order t o  bold all 

the ground gained. T h i s  i s  borne out by the fac t  tha t  i t  took 

two days of fighting t o  regain these positions, which were 

reoccupied by the enemy during the night of 18 Deoember. 

The company commander of Compang E used very poor judg- 

ment on 19 December when he assumed that the positions he had 

abandoned on 18 December were s t i l l  unocctupied. Through his 

Mthoughtfialness, Company E was denied i t s  three offleers and 

three enlisted men froar about 1400 hours, 19 December u n t i l  

abouf 0900 hours, 20 December, while they were locked i n  a 

i 
1 pillbox, which Rae held by the em-. This action C o u l d  h&Ve 

: ,  . , -  / 
\ { )? \  e l inha ted  t h a  from the battalion p e n s s ~ e n t l y ~  

L In constructing obstacles in a defensive ~ o e i t i o n  some 

consideration should be given to  the counterattack pl-. 4- 



pnent ly  the enew had f s i l ed  to take th i s  factor in to  ac- 

count. In each of the counterattacks against Company G on 

Grassberg Hill, the Germans were forced to negotiate some of 

thei r  obstacles in order to get in to  O Oompaayts position. 

During these counterattacks the enemyts obstacles actually 

served as an advantage t o  Company (3. 

It i s  f e l t  that  a t  l eas t  one hot meal oould have been 

fed the battalion each day of the attack, except, possibly 

tkm night of 18 Becamber. There i s  nothing to  disprove this 
- 

view, for  as Par as I know, there were no atteanpts made t o  

bring up hot food dnrlng the operation. 

The establihlbment of the aid s tat ion i n  @ Oop~pany's area 

was considered to be an excellent solution t o  many o f  the 

d i f f icu l t i es  encountered in the front l i ne  oompanies relative 

r'; t o  care end treatment of the wounded. T h i s  i s  offered, not 
1 * 

,PI as accepted procedure, but as a solution under the circum- 
t 
\ stancres described. 

While the battalion fa i led  to  capture its objective, it 

is f e l t  that  n~any valuable leasone were learned and much in- 

formation was gained i n  ooonection with this type of ccrmbat, 

which could be applied to f i t a r e  operations pnder similar 

conditions. The price the battalion paid fo r  this b i t  of 

experience was 67 k i l l ed  and wounded. O f  this to ta l ,  Coapan~ 

H suffered enly six men w d e d .  The casualty ra te  i s  not 

considered to  be exceeaive under the circmnatanoes. (139) 

It i s  %mposaible to  estimate the casualties inf l ic ted  

(139) A-12; Personal knowledge 



on the enemy by the battalion during this operation. The 

enePrg dead aad nounbd were not counted. There was a to t a l  

of 26 prisoners taken from Orassberg surd Hohenberg Hills 

during the attack. (140) 

The supply problems were typical of most operations in 

mountainoas tetrain. The resupply of ammunition i s  a major 

consideration for  heavy weapons in arry type of operation. 

During the attack on Grassberg and Hohenberg Hills these con- 

sideratlone and problem were multiplied several tiaea. Thlr 

was taken Into aaoount prior to the attack and w a s  off s e t  

t o  a great degree by sending carq ing  p a r a e s  forward d t h  

anmunition and supplies as soon as  they were needed. 

Demolitions should have been on hand In  the battalion 

on 18 December fo r  use on p i l l b a e ~ .  Mvsnce plenning i n  

this reg@ would have saved t b e  i n  the reduotion of bunkers, 

which had to be taken with organic weapons of the battalion. 

In my opinion, the heavy weapons cmpeny was employed 

correctly during this  operation. The 26 Machine Gun Platoon 

would hare been i n  a bet ter  position from which it could Cwer 

the battalion flanks had i t  been l e f t  on Hil l  4120 

Many lessons were learned from this operatioa of rPllch 

a few are a n b i t t e d  below: 

must be narrow. 
" . ,, a .  w-.- 

(140) A-12; Personal knowledge. 



2. Information of the enemy and t e r ra in  mnst be 
-.-..... ..... ̂ . ........_...... ., . *___ . . . . . . . . . . .  . . w 

timely, i f  it i s  t o  be used effectively.  
. . ~  . .  

3. Heavy machine guns are excellent  weapons f o r  
-----,-: -.,- .............. , 

covering f i r e s .  
...-. . ,.* ....... 

4. Pillboxes can be reduced by infantry without the 
....... - ......... ., . ,, .. 

support of heavy cal iber  guns designed f o r  this purpose. _ ._ __..). . ' ' 

5. P~oblears of ammunition resupply are  aften times 
-................ ... . . . . . .  ..-. .... 

increased several  fo ld  i n  mountainous country. ------ - 
6. Heavy machine guns can be out by amal.Lv 

arm f i r e .  
'..-. -... .. 

7.  Alternate and supplementary posltionsr..~rs a nmt . . .  . . .  . , ~  
_..* - I 

f o r  machine guns. ' @aotioal  t ra ining should be S O  t w o u g h  
_.*-- C I., *- - 

t h a t  this becomes second nature t o  machine 

8. Observation i s  one af the - ... most . important con- ....... < , ,  ._.".* ..-..-- ' ' ' 
"- .A:%',... " " >..- .~..< " 

s iderat ions  i n  the employment of infant ry  heavy weapons* -.- 
9. A l l  infantrymen should know how t o  c a l l  f o r  

and ad ju i t  mortar f i r e  and a l l  leaders should know how 
i. . .  --, ,,es,a- r.:-~-.' . . . . . .  -. 

t z a l l  f o r  &d adjust  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  
-.: ......wa. ,p,., 

10. The enemy w i l l  seek out automatic weapons. 
*-. . 

T h i s  fac tor  must be considered when employing them. 

11. Commanders of a l l  echelons m e t  dispose them- 
...... .......-. . . - . . . .  . . . . .  " ,  . . . . . . .  . 

selves a t  places where they can bes t  influence the action. 
........ -... . .  

This  might well be the spot where the most trouble i a r  

12. A good supply system i s  essen t i a l  t o  any operation. 

{~ddi t ional  considerations must be given t o  the system when 

the operation i s  over d i f f i c u l t  t e r ra in  and i n  a f o r t i f i e d  ' 

area. 

13. Where casual t ies  cannot be evacuated within o 



reasonable period of time, provisions should be lasde t o  
C*'..,,., *. ,.-- - -----*-*b- ..... 

care f o r  bk.r i n  the f ron t l ine  area. 
k .J-W-.--.-."- .... .. . . . . . .  

. ,  , 

1'4. I n  select ing obarva t ion  posta, position areas 
. . . . . . . .  %, . , .  -, . . . .  ---. --..-., 

of automatic weapons mst be taken i n t o  account. T& ' a  

. -- -. ^I_._ 

should be so located tha t  f i r e s  directed a t  other ins t a l -  ... 
l a t ions  dl1 not neutral ize  them. 

15. C o ~ i c a t i o n s  and personnel are  two of the most - . . .  . .  \ ----.>-.--. . ., . .  ra)e-,*.i. ., < .' 
important fac tors  In  combat. 

**.*.- .~ .. < . : . .  ~ 

->.--. .. 
16. Ground gained should not be relinquished unless 

-m.F.n+- .'.. . . . . . . . . . .  ~. . 

it i a  eesent ia l  t o  the operation. 

17. 81-non mortars are  potent weapons end can asa ia t  

material ly i n  chenging the t i d e  of ba t t le .  

18. By plot t ing lnortar concentrations on the ~ p s  
. . .  . , ...... . ~ . 

of a l l  company comanders pr ior  t o  sn operation, mortar 
-, . " 

f i r e  can be brought t o  bear on a ta rge t  quickly and aocurate- - - - a"& .- 
l y  expending a minilnum of atumuuition. - 


